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I was born in Atlanta in 1970 and grew up in Tucker, GA. I became a Christian in 1984 and was 
an active member of the Briarcliff Baptist Church in northeast Atlanta. In fact, I met my wife, 
Lisa, at Briarcliff, when her mother came on staff as a children’s minister in the late-‘80s. (Lisa 
was a student at Auburn at the time.) I have two degrees from Georgia Tech—in Electrical 
Engineering and Management. Lisa and I got married in 1993 and joined Tucker First United 
Methodist Church after we bought a house in Tucker in 1996.  

Lisa and I took the Disciple I Bible study (as students), after which I facilitated the class a couple 
of years. Through this experience I began to sense that God was calling me into pastoral 
ministry. In 2004, I left my engineering career, enrolled in seminary, and pastored Christ United 
Methodist in Forsyth, GA, as a student pastor while completing an M.Div. at Emory in 2007. 

I was commissioned as a Provisional Elder that year and became an Associate Pastor at 
Alpharetta First, where I served for six years. During those years I was in charge of the church’s 
contemporary worship service, in which I preached weekly. I was ordained an elder in full 
connection in 2010. 

In 2013, I was appointed to serve the Hampton United Methodist in Hampton (near the 
NASCAR track). I served there for five years. 

One highlight of my ministry was traveling, on two occasions, to Nakuru, Kenya, where I taught 
the  “License to Preach” course to indigenous United Methodist pastors in that country. 

I have a passion for preaching the gospel and teaching the Bible. I enjoy Christian apologetics—
defending the Christian faith and answering objections that skeptics often raise about it.  

Lisa has spent her career in education. She taught high school chemistry and physical science for 
nine years in Snellville, GA, before we had kids. She is now a Senior Content Specialist with 
K12.com, the nation’s largest online education provider. She also runs a fully accredited “hybrid 
education” school in Tucker. 

We have three children: Elisa, 20, Townshend, 18, and Ian, 16.  

I love my Yellow Jackets—win or lose—and have season tickets to Georgia Tech football games. 
I enjoy music: I collect vinyl records, go to concerts, and play guitar. I love The Office TV show. 
And I’m crazy about my dog Ringo, an English springer spaniel.

http://K12.com

